
Forth Ports-Welcome to Edinburgh
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Background

• Chief Harbour Master at Forth Ports for last 6 years

• Harbour Master at Port of Tyne

• Pilot at port of Sunderland and Port of Tyne

• Deep sea for 5 years with Ben Line, worked in North Sea for 7 years 
on supply vessels and offshore prior to starting at Sunderland
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Who ends up in the 
water in Harbour areas?
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PIW Risks

• Pilot boarding operations

• Towage operations
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PIW Risks
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Safe berths and safe means of access

Shared evaluation of risks

“Divergence” between company instructions and 

working practices

Knowledge, learning and understanding, yet…                                                                                   



SAR in Harbour areas

• Responsibility with HM Coastguard

• Forth ports would assist
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M.I.E.C

• Time between casualty recovering 
and landing could be 30 mins

• Nearest helicopter is Prestwick 
(around 60 miles)
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Thank you for listening

Any questions?
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